Forest Management on Hampstead Conservation Land

    The active forest management that is taking place in Hampstead’s West Road Conservation Area is causing upset for some users of this property.  The harvesting and thinning operation was initiated by the Hampstead Conservation Commission, and is being managed by a licensed professional forester.  The purpose of this activity is to improve the health and aesthetics of the forest and to foster a more diverse wildlife habitat.  

This forest is currently characterized by single aged trees of roughly the same size and height.  There is very little diversity.  The forest is overly dense and the canopy is very full so that little sunlight penetrates the canopy.  As a result, tree growth is limited by competition for sunlight, and many trees are stressed and stunted.  Further, there is little ground cover, little regeneration of new trees, and few mid-height trees.  Such a monolithic forest is not attractive to wildlife.  Thinning the trees and creating openings in the forest canopy will allow sunlight in to promote new growth and a greater diversity of plant types and tree ages.  Enlarging the existing will provide greater habitat diversity as well.

As mentioned earlier, the harvesting operation is being managed by a professional forester.  She understands that the property is heavily used for recreation, and has taken that into account in planning and carrying out the harvest.  Work is being done only on weekdays in the winter so as to minimize conflicts with recreational use.  Work is being done on frozen ground so as to minimize damage from the heavy machinery.

While there are a few high quality saw logs being recovered in this operation, the vast majority of the growth that is being removed is very low quality wood.  It is being chipped and taken to Shiller Station in Portsmouth and being burned to generate electricity.  All income generated through this harvest will be used to further maintain and enhance our town forests.

There is no question that in the short term the harvesting operation creates a mess, and is inconvenient to winter users of the property.  But rest assured that the mess will be cleaned up as quickly as possible, and the trails will be as enjoyable as ever.  In the long term the forest will be healthier, more diverse, more attractive to wildlife, and an improved recreational resource for the town of Hampstead.  Your patience and understanding during the harvest and subsequent clean up is appreciated.
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