ORDWAY PARK
Frequently Asked Questions
1. What is Ordway Park?

    Ordway Park is a permanent park for the benefit of the people of Hampstead.

    A gift of Martha Ordway, it was accepted by town meeting in 1935. The

    Trustees of Trust Funds manage the endowment fund and all donations and

    The Board of Selectmen acts as Ordway Park Trustees for all other purposes.

    It is 6 acres on the corner of Main Street (Rt. 121) and Depot Rd. In the early

    1800’s it was an apple orchard and was known as the Smith land.

2.  Are there restrictions on the use of Ordway Park?

    The bequest created specific restrictions; click here.
      The town of Hampstead has posted use regulations; click here.
3. Can the park be used for functions and events?

    Yes. The town has a Facility Use Agreement; click here. 

4.  Are pets permitted?

    Yes. Owners are responsible for cleaning up after their pets.
5.  Who designed the popular feature garden?

     The Hampstead Garden Club planted and maintains the long

     Garden surrounded by the commemorative walkway. Click
     here for the Hampstead Garden Club.
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6.  Who mows the grass?

     The Town of Hampstead Buildings and Grounds mows the grass

     and provides roadside and other trimming. Other maintenance

     is donated or contracted.

7.  Are engraved bricks still available?

     Yes; click here for information.

8.  Can I donate or plant a tree or other plant?

     All plantings are reviewed by the town of Hampstead through

     its Ordway Park Committee. Plants need to be suitable for the

     planting site and be low maintenance. In addition, new plantings

     must have a plan for care to establish the plant; the town doesn’t

     have the manpower available and can’t be responsible for establishing

     new plants, or for ongoing maintenance requirements.
9.  Can new benches or other features be added and donated?

     Yes. The town and the Ordway Park Committee are pleased to

     review any donation requests. The town wants to make sure that

     all donations are suitable, safe and have low maintenance requirements.

     The Trustees of Trust Funds manage all cash donations and works with

     the Ordway Park Committee to make sure donations for specific

     purposes are used as intended.

10. What about new projects and ideas?

     The town and the Ordway Park Committee encourage new input and

     volunteers are always welcome. 
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12. Is there a park maintenance fund?

     Yes, Martha Ordway created a fund for the park. Income from the fund may

     be used for maintenance and improvements related to maintenance; it may

     not be used for “development” of the park or new projects.

