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 BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES






       January 26, 2009
PRESENT:
RICHARD H. HARTUNG, CHAIRMAN; PRISCILLA R. LINDQUIST, SELECTMAN; JAMES L. STEWART, SELECTMAN; SALLY THERIAULT, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, TINA HARRINGTON, RECORDING SECRETARY

Chairman Hartung called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 pm

Present at the meeting: Mike and Terry Carrier, Chip and Susan Hastings, R. Clark, J. Curley, J. Harrington, J. Gilmartin, M. Worthen, J. Worthen, E. Clark, J. Beaudoin, B. Plante, S. Morse, C. Dane. R. Gerry, G. Greenwood (RPC) R. Fishhow (Tri Town News), J. Mesa-Tejada
Public Announcements
· Sign up for elective office starts on Wednesday, January 21st and ends on Friday, January 30th at 5:00p.m.

· Deliberative Session is on Friday, February 6th at 7:00 at the Hampstead Middle School.

· Waste Oil, fluorescent light bulbs, car batteries and thermostats are collected at the Town Garage on the first and third Saturdays of the month. Books may be dropped off at anytime. 

Visitors Comments
There was none at this time.
Department Heads

Police Department- Chief Beaudoin-
Chief Beaudoin stated that he would like to have the job for installation of the generator at the police station awarded to JJ Gilmartin Electric.  The cost is about $7300.  Selectman Lindquist asked where it would be located at the police station.  Chief Beaudoin thought that they would be looking over near the backstop side of the building, but would need to wait until they see the size of the generator and the specifications.

New Business 
Resignation of Fire Chief Chip Hastings
Chairman Hartung read a letter from Chief Hastings asking for his resignation to be effective 1/25/09 at midnight.

Selectman Lindquist motioned to accept the resignation with regret.  Selectman Stewart seconded the motion.  Each of the members added a thank you to the Chief for all his work over the years and his service to the Town of Hampstead.  It was noted that it won’t be the same and that there was no way to really recognize all the work he has done over the years.  The motion passed unanimously.

Appointment of Fire Chief Michael Carrier

Mr. Carrier was introduced to the audience as the new Fire Chief for the Town of Hampstead

Selectman Stewart made a motion to reaffirm the previous motion to have Michael Carrier appointed as the Fire Chief for the Town of Hampstead.  Selectman Lindquist seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
At this time Chairman Hartung swore in Chief Carrier and Retired Chief Chip Hastings passed on the Chief’s pin.  Retired Chief Hastings wished him the best of luck and asked that everyone stand behind him to help him get his feet on the ground.

Chief Carrier thanked the Selectmen and the search committee for their confidence in him.

Mr. Clark spoke to the tenure of Retired Chief Hastings thanking him for his time and energy as well as his skills that could not be measured.

Rockingham Planning Commission- Glen Greenwood

Mr. Greenwood announced that there is funding for Phase II in the CTAP grant.  The additional funding is in the amount of $10,000 for towns to use for planning purposes.  He explained that the Master Plan is what Hampstead has been doing with the Phase I grant and might be best served by continuing the process with the Phase II funds.  He explained that he has been working on the Natural Resources and a build out project for the Master Plan.  Both of these items have been paid for with CTAP funds.  He also noted that there might be funding available for open space planning (which can be done jointly with the Conservation Commission and Planning Board).  These funds can be requested from the CTAP website.  Chairman Hartung asked if we were on schedule for a benchmark.  Mr. Greenwood stated that with the build out, yes.  He also noted that a discreet project could be done (doesn’t need RPC) with the available funds left of $2500.  He suggested items such as trail planning or capital improvement plan.  The CTAP grant money must be used in conjunction with a transportation link and a long term plan.
It was stated that the 1st draft went out last summer and that the Planning Board was not happy with the lots.  More information was giving to RPC and it amended the build out figures.  Based on soil types etc, the size of a buildable lot has increased, which in turn has decreased the actual number of buildable lots.  
Mr. Mesa-Tejada asked to speak for the Master Plan Committee and stated that they have been working with Mr. Greenwood.  They gave him work back in May and are still waiting to see it.  After many months of delay the Natural Resources chapter was looked at in December of 2008 and they are not happy with the work that was done by RPC.  He suggested that before the Selectmen look into additional funds, they should ask for explanation as to what the Phase I funds were spent on.  He explained that there needed to be a mechanism in place for the Selectmen to oversee the spending of the money that is in RPC hands.  He stated that he is not blaming Mr. Greenwood, but that the work is just too slow.  Mr. Clark explained that the Master Plan falls to the responsibility of the Planning Board and needs to be accepted by them therefore the Planning Board is the ultimate overseers of the project.  Mr. Mesa-Tejada explained that the Master Plan Committee did most of the work.  Mr. Greenwood responded that the problems were that the transportation section was very good and that can go to a public hearing, but the natural resources was not very good and that he needed to rewrite most of it.  The Existing Land Use Chapter may not be getting done in a timely fashion, but he wants to make sure it is done correctly.
Mr. Mesa-Tejada explained that there are about 7 chapters and currently after a year and $15,000 there are only two chapters ready.  He expected that they would have been able to get at least 5 chapters done for that cost  The Selectmen asked Mr. Greenwood if it was a case of him being to busy to do the work.  He explained that there were some help issues but they have been resolved.  He will commit himself to a more timely response.  It was agreed that it was important to keep the focus on getting the Master Plan completed.  Mr. Mesa-Tejada suggested that Mr. Greenwood be given a section at which time he will give an estimated “not to exceed cost”.  Mr. Greenwood agreed that this would not be an issue to do and will forward these to Mr. Clark as a memo of understanding.
NHMA General Membership Meeting

The LGC/NHMA is looking for each town to send a voting member to a special meeting on Friday January 30th.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss ways that towns would want to see revenue raised in the state such as through gambling, state sales tax, income tax etc.  The NHMA will represent the interest of the membership but wants to get their input.  After a short discussion, Selectman Stewart offered to be the representative for the Town of Hampstead.  
Selectman Lindquist motioned to appoint Selectman Stewart as the representative for the Town of Hampstead.  Chairman Hartung seconded the motion and the motion passed with two in favor (RH, PL) and one abstained (JS).  The Selectmen agreed that the options would be a gas tax, then sales tax and last would be an income tax, for the purposes of discussion.
Old Business

Liaison Report
Selectman Lindquist

Selectman Stewart

School Board- Selectman Stewart stated that the School Board is trying to deal with the days lost so far this winter.  They have rearranged the schedule to have professional development days as school days and will need to start looking at April vacation.
Recreation Commission-Selectman Stewart reported that the pavilion at the Depot Road Playground is built.  The only thing that needs to be completed is the vinyl siding, which Joe Beaudoin has volunteered to do.  This new pavilion will provide shade at the playground.  The HRC is looking to have a recognition plaque located at the site thanking Mr. Blouin for the work he donated at the ballfields.  Selectman Lindquist thanked the Mother’s Club and the volunteers for their work.  

Chairman Hartung read a letter of resignation from HRC member Cathy Drivas.  She is stepping down effective 12/31/08 after 7 years on the committee.  

Selectman Stewart motioned to accept with regret the letter of resignation from Cathy Drivas from the Hampstead Recreation Commission effective 12/31/08.  Selectman Lindquist seconded the motion. The members of the Board thanked her for all her years of service.   The motion passed unanimously.

Chairman Hartung
Cable Committee- The Cable Committee is busy working on a schedule of concerts for 2009.
Selectman Hartung announced that he recently attended a moderator’s workshop with Town Moderator Neil Reardon last Saturday.  

Administrative Assistant Report

Attendance at Homeland Security and Emergency Management briefing  

Mrs. Theriault attended a briefing in Exeter concerning the recent ice storm and FEMA grant.  The paperwork has been submitted to start the process of submitting bills from the ice storm. FEMA should be in contact with the office toward the end of this month or beginning of next month to start the process. Generally 75% of the costs attributable to the storm would be reimbursed. It doesn’t appear as though there will be funds for individual home owners according to FEMA and Sen. Gregg’s office.   Chairman Hartung asked the Road Agent if he would drive around and get an inventory of the widow makers (hanging branches) around town and work on getting them down.  It was also noted what the residents would be able to do with any brush they have.  One suggestion is to have the town go through and chip up the brush.  This might be something that would be reimbursable under FEMA as a cost of the storm.  The Selectmen agreed to take the inventory now and develop a plan.
Hazardous Waste Day-

The Town of Danville is playing host for the fall 2009 collection of household hazardous waste.  The have sent a letter of commitment for the Town of Hampstead to sign.  The date is set for October 31, 2009
Selectman Stewart motioned to sign the letter of commitment for the Town of Danville.  Selectman Lindquist seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

There was a note to add a contact to the letter of commitment.  Mrs. Theriault will add the information for Pat Bracken, Chairman of the Solid Waste Committee.

Posting

The Town Warrant, budget (MS-6) and default forms have been posted at the Town Office Building, E. Hampstead Post Office and the Hampstead Middle School. The documents should also appear shortly on the Town’s website. 

Status of Town Report

Mrs. Theriault has been receiving reports from various departments and photographs of the ice storm for the Town Report. She expects to be meeting with Ram printing towards the end of the first week in February to go over the formatting of the Town Report. 

Update on questions from Budget Hearing-

Mrs. Theriault stated that the salary for the Recreation Director should have been an increase of 6.83% not the 13% listed.  This should be amended at deliberative session.  Mr. Kris Emerson did glance back at his budget but still feels that this is the budget he needs for 2009.  Selectman Stewart noted that there was a question from the Recreation Commission about the $2500 they wanted added to the ballfields maintenance for the purpose of someone taking care of the sprinkler system.  Mrs. Theriault will look into this.  She also noted that the calculation of the Retirement line items does take into consideration the new rates effective 7/1/09.

Minutes

There are no minutes to approve at this time.  
Appointments

A letter was received from Harold Williams, Town Treasurer requesting that Leslie Riemitis be appointed as the Deputy Treasurer.  
Selectman Lindquist motioned to appoint Leslie Riemitis as the Deputy Town Treasurer.  Chairman Hartung seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

There are still openings for the Ethics Commission, Rockingham Planning Commission TAC and also now Recreation Commission.
Correspondence 
E-911 is working in the Town of Hampstead updating the GIS maps.  The people collecting the data are driving clearly marked white state vehicles.
LGC-A letter came in from the Local Government Center stating that they voted to rescind the increase in their annual dues.  They are reissuing bills with the same numbers as 2008.  If any towns had already paid, they will issue a refund for the difference.  The new bill is expected to be $6,559.12

There was a request from a resident to have the late fees on her tax bill abated.  She stated in a note that she sent her tax check on time, but that the check was never received by the Tax Collector.  She submitted a copy of her check register and stated that she had placed a stop payment on the original check.  There is about $60 in late fees and interest.  Selectman Lindquist was concerned with the Selectmen having the authority to do this and was opposed to refunding the money.  After some discussion it was agreed to have the resident bring her proof of stop payment into the office by the next meeting, if she does then they will revisit the discussion at that meeting.  It is officially taken under advisement until the next meeting.
Visitors Comment

There was none at this time.
Activity Log
The Wage Study being done by the LGC needs to be added to the activity log.  

Item #6- put the date after town meeting and see what other towns have-Date to 4/09

Item #7 - The Board needs more information

Item #8-DPW Study Committee- and new date was set for Thursday January 29th at 7:00 pm.

Item #9-Will be described differently and date changed to 4/09 (put together a work folder)

Item #10 change date to 4/09

Non Public Session 
Selectman Stewart moved to go into nonpublic session under RSA 91-A: 3 II (c) reputation 8:50 pm.  Selectman Lindquist seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken. Selectman Stewart: yes, Selectman Lindquist: yes, Chairman Hartung: yes.

Selectman Stewart made the Selectmen aware of a complaint he had received regarding an employee.  It was agreed to ask about the process of removing an appointed official and checking out the job description.
Selectman Stewart moved to come out of nonpublic session under RSA 91-A: 3 II (c) reputation at 9:03 pm.  Selectman Lindquist seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken. Selectman Stewart: yes, Selectman Lindquist: yes, Chairman Hartung: yes.  
The Selectmen took this opportunity to discuss an open house to be held at the Town Office on Friday February 20th for the residents and employees to recognize the retirement of Chip Hastings.
Selectman Stewart moved to adjourn the meeting at 9205 pm.  Selectman Lindquist seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

A True Record.





Approved By:

Tina Harrington, Recording Secretary


Richard H. Hartung, Chairman







Priscilla R. Lindquist, Selectman







James L. Stewart, Selectman
